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 St. Jerome’s Catholic Primary School

English Policy

                                  Growing In God’s Love
Introduction
At St Jerome’s Catholic Primary School, English is a fundamental and integral part of the school curriculum and is taught both as a discrete subject and across the wider curriculum. English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised.
School Policy and the National Curriculum 
It is a legal requirement that Literacy should form part of the primary school curriculum as described in the National Curriculum guidelines. The EYFS Profile and the National Curriculum outline which areas should be covered in each year group from September 2014. English basic skills are integral to all cross-curricular work and, as such, are embedded throughout all learning.

English in the Foundation Stage is split into two areas of learning:

1. Communication and Language (a prime area) which covers 3 strands:  listening, understanding and speaking

2. Literacy (a specific area) which covers two strands: Reading and Writing

Intent
We aim to provide the best educational opportunities in English for each of our pupils within a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum through a variety of learning styles and situations and through a variety of teaching styles. Thereby meeting the needs of all of our pupils irrespective of gender, in accordance with our school policies on Equal opportunities and in accordance with our statutory responsibilities under the SEND Code of Practice 2014.

•
To promote a learning partnership between children, parents, teachers and  

            Governors
•
To develop pupils’ confidence in themselves as skilled communicators- to make  

            relevant contributions and learn how to listen attentively to others

•
To enable children to read and write with confidence, fluency, accuracy and  

            understanding, orchestrating a range of independent strategies to self-monitor and    

            correct

•
To develop pupils’ interest and pleasure in reading so that they can read 
            independently and express preferences about their reading

•
To understand a range of text types and genres – to be able to write in a variety of 
            styles and forms appropriate to the situation and audience

•
To develop the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness.  

•
To help children enjoy writing and recognise its value and its power

•
To have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses.

•
To enable pupils to use ICT as an effective means of communication and as an 
            effective tool for learning

•
To enable pupils to use non-fiction and non-literary texts (including ICT based 
            information texts) in order to access information for themselves

•
To set suitable learning challenges

•
To respond to pupils’ diverse learning needs
Implementation
English teaching is in line with New National Curriculum in years 1 to 6 and the Early Years curriculum in the EYFS.   In the EYFS the children work towards the Early Learning Goals in Communication and Language and Literacy. Their progress is recorded and a profile is built for each child on the class iPad.  Emphasis is placed on ensuring the confident development of listening, understanding and speaking and Reading and Writing. Phonics is taught discretely in Reception Class and Year One using RWI. In Year 2, Phonics intervention groups are used for those children who did not gain the expected standard in the Phonics Screening test. 
Reading

We are passionate about fostering a lifelong of reading for our children. We work hard to ensure that our school environment is ‘book focused.’ We are a text-based school and children from Classes 1-6 follow the ‘Pathways to write’ scheme, with high-quality books being at the very core of our English lessons. 

Daily guided read sessions focus on the skills of comprehension, first through unpicking vocabulary, then moving on to unlocking the meaning of whole texts. 

From Reception – Class2, children follow the RWINc scheme and read the ‘Book bag books’ which match the phonics level of the individual child. Children then follow Oxford Reading Tree, moving through the reading stages as they become more confident and competent readers. They are then able to select their own reading books from the school library.
All children from Reception- Y6 have a personal login for ‘Bug-club’, where they access books tailored to their individual reading level.

Reading for pleasure

We believe that reading for pleasure opens new worlds for children, giving them the opportunity to use their imagination to explore new ideas, visit new places and meet new characters. As well as improving well-being and empathy, it also gives them an insight into the world and views of others.

Writing 

Our English writing curriculum is consistently embedded across all key stages, allowing pupils to learn progressively, building on their knowledge from EYFS to KS2. We offer pupils the opportunity to explore a wide range of stimulating, age-appropriate texts in order to foster a love of language and story. 

Our writing process, following Pathways to Write, has the core aim of developing confident writers who are able to independently apply the skills of spelling, grammar and punctuation to effectively communicate for a wide range of purposes and audiences.
Spelling

Daily teaching of systematic synthetic phonics in Reception and KS1 supports spelling. Pupils are taught a balanced program which develops understanding of the skills in segmenting phonemes for spelling and blending them for reading. From Y1-Y6 we follow the Pathways to Spell program. Pupils follow a series of lessons following a ‘Review, explain, practice, apply and reflect’ model. This enables pupils to become more confident and successful in their spelling, applying new strategies into their independent writing. 
Impact and Assessment

Children are assessed formally throughout the year and formal standardised assessment for reading, writing and GAPS are completed in autumn, spring and summer term.  Balance is used as a tool to monitor and assess pupils against the National Curriculum programmes of study and the relevant KPIs for each year group. Pupil progress meetings uses the assessment information to ensure that all children make optimum progress. All assessment data is logged centrally.

Homework
Homework is set regularly and incorporates Reading, Writing, Speaking and research opportunities for pupils. It is set in accordance with the Homework Policy.
English targets are set termly for each pupil and these targets are shared with parents.  Teachers produce reports to parents once a year and there are opportunities for parents to discuss work and targets at the termly parents’ evenings.
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